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 The contents of this guide are intended to provide basic information on free 
flying sites classed as adopted sites of Wessex Hang Gliding and Paragliding 
Club. 

General rules and conditions of use of club sites is also included. 

Some site specific and general safety information is included within the guide. 

Anyone reading all or part of this site guide must be aware that free flying can 
be a dangerous activity and may lead to injury or personal loss. 

Neither the Wessex Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club, the author of this 
guide, editor of this guide, any official of the club or any member of the club in 
anyway accept liability for any accident, injury, or loss, to any person, 
resulting from free flying activities, or visiting any of the sites mentioned or 
contained within this guide.  

The reader has responsibility to read and understand fully all information 
contained herein. 

Any decision to visit or free fly any site mentioned or detailed within this guide 
lies solely with the person visiting the site or Pilot in command of that craft. 
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 The Club has a very tenuous hold on some sites and is almost totally 
reliant upon the continuing goodwill of farmers and landowners. Please 
ensure that the individual site rules in this guide are adhered to. They 

are all there for good reason! 

 

In addition, the following general rules should always be followed: 

1. BHPA membership is mandatory. Membership cards should be 
carried at all times whilst on Wessex flying sites. 

2. Any flying accident must be reported to the safety officer as soon as 
possible. Any serious accident or incident must be reported to the 
BHPA. 

3. Any damage to crops, property or animals must be reported to the 
sites officer immediately. 

4. Follow the country code. Do not leave litter. Do not climb over 
fences or walls and always shut gates behind you. No barbeques 
on any of our sites. 

5. Park in designated parking places. Do not obstruct roads, gates or 
tracks. 

6. Drive considerately. 

7. Be courteous to anyone you meet. After all, they may be the 
landowner. 

8. Do not bring dogs onto club sites that are privately owned. 

9. Avoid landing in crops and near livestock. Never over-fly sheep 
during lambing season. 

 

Finally, please remember that (with the exception of Bell Hill) these are 
not 'ourô sites! We have no unqualified right to use them. It is up to 
everyone to marshal the sites effectively to ensure that we don't outstay 
our welcome. 
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Site Code 2.065 

OS Grid Ref: SZ 041 812 (Map 194) 

GPS: N50:37.829    W1:56.604 

Owned by: National Trust  Wind Direction SE - S (140° to 185°) 
Best: SSE (170°) 

Farmed by: Mr Derek Smith 
01929 422801 

 Height AMSL 300ft (100m) 

 Top to Bottom 300ft (100m) 
Not Recommended 

Nearest Phone: Swanage  Pilot Grades HG No classification 
Ask HG safety Officer 

PG Club Pilot + 10hrs 

Site briefing advisable 

Casualty Units: Major:  Poole General 
Minor: Swanage 

 

For your own safety warn the Portland Coastguard Helicopter (01305) 760 439 

They have been known to fly around from Studland below cliff top height 

Notes by Alastair Florence 

 

General Site 
info 

Ballard Down and the Whitecliff combine several sites into one. The Downs are 
rarely flown in their own right as SSE to SSW is required for the ridge to work 
well. If the wind is in this sector the cliff and ridge can be flown together. In 
these conditions pilots are more likely to head to White Horse or Knitson. 

The Whitecliff works well from SE to South. Some excellent height gains can 
be achieved in smooth air. Particularly in Autumn and early winter buoyant sea 
air provides extensive lift. In summer, sea thermals and thermals off the cliff 
and beach below have a similar effect. 

It is possible to fly around the eastern corner and down to Old Harry rocks 
when the wind is SE to ESE. HOWEVER, bear in mind there is absolutely no 
bottom landing around the corner, only deep water. The cliff around the corner 
has a significantly different angle of orientation to the rest of the site. Do Not 
under any circumstances fly around the corner unless you are familiar with the 
site or have discussed the matter with an experienced pilot on the day in 
question. If around the corner and you lose lift land before you get anywhere 
near cliff top height, You will only get one chance. 

In moderate to strong SE to ESE winds, the lower cliff to the south of take off is 
also soarable down toward the hotels. Be watchful of increasing wind speeds 
here as there is no space to be blown back. Avoid lingering in front of any one 
building to avoid upsetting residents - the holidaymakers seem to generally 
enjoy watching from the hotels though.  
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Directions From Wareham - take A351 through Corfe Castle to Swanage, keep on this 
road through Swanage until you get to the sea front, turn left and head north. 
The road splits into a one-way system keep right and follow round until you see 
Newsagents (Benson & Hedges). Take the no-through-road (Ballard Way). 

Alternatively - take the B3351 from Corfe toward Studland. 200 yards after the 
large lay-by and lookout point on your left, turn right toward Swanage. Turn 
right at the next junction, again toward Swanage. As you join the one-way-
system drive straight ahead into Ballard Way. 

From the Sandbanks/Studland ferry ï follow the road toward Swanage. After 
passing through Studland the road climbs and near the top of the hill bare left 
toward Swanage. As you join the one-way-system drive straight ahead into 
Ballard Way. 

 

Parking Park on road side in Ballard Way, taking care not to block gateways. 

Access Walk into Ballard Private Estate and follow the footpath signs though the estate 
to the coast path. Follow this to the top of the cliffs you can see to the north. 

Strictly Hang Gliders only ï Access via the track from Glebeland Estate 
south of Studland is possible once you have obtained a duplicate of the 
padlock key. Please contact the Sites Officer or Secretary for details. 

 

Hazards Considered by experienced pilots to be the Wessex's most dangerous site. 
Several serious injuries have been sustained by pilots attempting to bottom 
land on the beach and colliding with one of the many groynes. Two were lucky 
not to drown! Note that THERE IS NO OFFICIAL BOTTOM LANDING.  

There is nowhere to land below the cliffs to the east of take off. If the wind has 
a westerly component the cliffs may not work. Beware of pushing too far east 
and not being able to get back to safety into wind. 

If the wind speed increases significantly whilst flying it can be difficult to top 
land as the ridge has a rounded spine back. Being blown back low will result in 
flying into rotor. The beach can also be very difficult to get onto in these 
conditions and in a southerly may well be in rotor. Attempt to fly out in front and 
land in a field leaving via gates - or alternatively if you have plenty of height, 
run over the back and aim for Studland. 

Pilots sometimes attempt to fly the cliff in an ESE wind. This can sometimes 
work but occasionally the Whitecliff can be in rotor in these conditions. If any 
wind is coming up the back of the hill do not attempt to launch and be prepared 
to fly straight out South for an emergency beach land if rotor is encountered. 
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Launching The usual launch is now from the grass slope at the top of the footpath, once at 
the top of the ridge walk approx 50m West and launch from here or more 
westward to avoid rotor from the Gorse on the cliff edge. 

It is possible to take-off above the vertical cliffs but watch out for rotor in strong 
winds. It is now rare for anyone to use this take off though.  

If the wind is light you may not be able to stay up. Slope landing is very limited 
due to scrub so plan your landing options before launching. 

 

Top Landing Top land anywhere along the ridge away from the cliffs. Beware the ridge is 
spine backed. 

 

Bottom 
Landing 

This is classed as a 'SOARING ONLY' site. THERE IS NO DESGINATED 
BOTTOM LANDING AREA. No deliberate top to bottom flights. 

Emergency bottom landings may be made in the fields below launch as long 
as they are un-cropped. If the wind has an easterly component these fields 
may be in rotor. Do not exit back over the fence onto the footpath. Walk up to 
Whitecliff Farm and exit via the marked footpath which will bring you out near 
the shop on Ballard way. 

Landing on the beach is not recommended under any 

circumstances.  

At high tide there is very little beach remaining. The combination of sea, surf 
and groynes can make a fatal combination if you get it wrong. 

However, some pilots do land on the beach ï and IF YOU ARE 
DETERMINED TO FOLLOW THEM, please consider the following as a 
minimum ï BEFORE COMMITTING YOURSELF! 
a) Ask yourself if you REALLY have the skills to do this. It often can be far 
more difficult than experienced pilots make it look. Less than 25 hours? Walk 
down! 
b) Be certain that you know the state of the tide, and hence the width of the 
beach. 
c) Appreciate the size of the surf breaking onto the beach. 
d) In easterly winds the low cliffs can provide significant lift making it extremely 
difficult to actually reach the beach without losing height very low over the 
sea -THIS IS EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS! 
e) The northern most stretch of the beach (almost immediately below take-off) 
is the widest section of beach. 
f) At high tide this beach can be cut off from the steps making a scramble up 
crumbling cliffs and through thick gorse necessary. 
g) Under no circumstances land in the vicinity of the groynes and make your 
approach to the beach either at the furthest point from the groynes or flying 
away from them. 
h) Land so as to be as far from the water as possible and so as to prevent your 
wing from over-flying you into the sea. 
i) Avoid landing near or flying low over members of the public on the beach, 
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you may be confident that you will not hit them but they will not know your skill 
level and may be concerned. 
j) With a strong easterly direction element the wind can be funnelled along the 
cliff and Southward before reverting to its true direction. This may not be 
apparent until you are below cliff top height above the beach. You may find that 
your into wind beat changes rapidly by 180ô in this case you will probably not 
have enough height to turn safely above the sea. Your only option may be a 
high-speed plough into the shingle beach. 

You Were Warned: Bottom landing is not recommended! 

 

Other Rules No matter how tempting, do not launch from or land on the Green in front of 
Ballard estate (see map). The estate is privately owned and residents do not 
wish us to use the Green. 

More code of practice than a rule: on light wind days or with a more easterly 
wind direction you will need to skirt the cliff line closely on your eastward beat 
to remain in lift. Please display common sense and courtesy to other pilots 
when flying in these conditions. 

Ridge runs, 
XC 

XC is not really practical here as with most coastal sites. Bournemouth 
airspace is close behind as is Poole Harbour.  

However, with the right conditions it is possible to jump the gap at Ulwell and 
fly past Knitson toward Corfe and beyond. 

Flying 
Generally 

A very pleasant site to fly with a variety of opportunities dependent on weather 
conditions on the day. 

Possibly the most punishing walk up of all our sites.  

Weather conditions can be very fickle here. Sea breeze rarely works on this 
site and in fact normally has the opposite effect and kills off any breeze 
completely. 

 

 

License number (100043849) Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of 
HMSO. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. 
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OS Grid Ref: SZ 242 929 (Map 195) 

GPS: N50:44.113    W1:39.507 

Owned by: New Forest District Council  Wind Direction SW ï SE (135° to 225°) 
Best: S (180°) 

Nearest Phone: Junction of Marine drive 
and Barton Court Rd     

 Height AMSL 50ft (16m) 

 Top to Bottom 50ft (16m) 

Casualty Units: Southampton General 
Hospital 

Minor A&E Lymington 

 Pilot Grades HG not permitted 

PG Pilot recommended, 
Club Pilot + 25hrs minimum 
required + briefing by a 
Barton experienced coach 
on first flight 

 

Edit by Andy Fenton 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

THIS IS WESSEX MEMBERS ONLY SITE 

IT IS NOT OPEN TO RECIPROCAL CLUBS OR VISITORS 

 

General Site 
info 

Barton on Sea is an extremely sensitive site where members of the public are 
always present. It is close to parked cars and a busy road. A number of recent 
incidents involving paragliders have caused significant concern to residents 
and the Council. Consequently, the site is now restricted to full Wessex 
members only; it is not open to Reciprocal clubs or visitors. Flyers can 
expect to be asked for proof of membership by Club members and Council 
Wardens. It will not take much for the Council to close the site. 

The site is classified CP+25hrs MINIMUM REQUIRED because, despite 
looking benign, there are a good number of hazards to catch out the unwary, 
particularly in marginal conditions or when the wind suddenly picks up. It is 
absolutely essential that both your ground-handling and spot-landing skills are 
finely tuned. If you can't keep the glider under control in strong, gusty 
conditions or you can't land every time in a 10m circle then you must not 
attempt to fly at Barton. Newcomers must not fly without a thorough briefing 
from one of the Wessex coaches who have experience of the site. 

Barton works well with a true wind off the sea and it also works well with sea 
breezes during the summer. The low cliffs and long cliff runs in either direction 
provide a site that is tremendous fun to fly. With a variety of gaps, changes in 
cliff height, and some cliff face direction changes the site can prove a challenge 
depending on conditions. The emphasis here is on flying for the fun of it. 

A civilised site with toilet, café and ice cream facilities nearby! 
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Directions From the A337 Lymington to Christchurch road look out for signs to Barton on 
Sea. Go down First Marine Drive and turn left at the bottom. 

The main take-off is between First Marine Ave. and Second Marine Ave.  The 
secondary take-off is opposite Sea Road and the White House Hotel.  ONLY 
ONE TAKE-OFF TO BE ACTIVE AT ANY ONE TIME.  

 

Parking and 
Access 

There is plenty of free parking roadside along the front, however a pay and 
display car park also exists at the east end of the cliff top area adjacent to the 
golf course and adjacent to the café.  Always park with consideration of the 
local residents. 

Public toilets are situated at the bottom of First Marine Drive opposite the café. 

Access to the launch area is obvious; simply walk onto the cliff top green and 
head toward the cliff top bench near the middle of the green. 

 

Hazards The take-off area is in rotor. You will be launching in rotor and it can be very 
difficult to inflate your wing. You might need assistance to reach the cliff edge 
on breezy days. The secondary take-off is rarely used but can be easier in 
southwest winds. The wind can increase without warning.  Do not hesitate to 
land immediately if you notice the wind speed picking up as getting blown back 
here is not an option.  

The general public use the cliff and beach area. It is our responsibility to fly 
with their safety as our priority. 

Pilots wishing to fly this site for the first time must be briefed by a club coach 
pilot who knows the site well. Names and contact numbers for pilots who will 
do this are available from the members area of the club website. 

Finding the correct spot to launch amongst the rotor is the key to a successful 
launch here listening to an experienced pilot can save you hours of fruitless 
struggle. 

Be particularly aware of the possibility of rotor off the various promontories and 
gaps in the cliffs. Pilots have been caught out by these with painful 
consequences. 

 

Launching As mentioned it can be frustratingly difficult to inflate your wing in the rotor. If 
you are having difficulties donôt be embarrassed to ask for help no matter how 
much experience you have. The wind speed 10 metres above your head where 
your wing will be flying will almost certainly be stronger than on the ground due 
to the rotor behind the cliff. Expect to find it difficult to push out to the cliff edge, 
have someone prepared to help with a gentle push. Avoid stepping on the 
edge of the cliff to minimize the risk of erosion. 

Always keep a look out for members of the public when launching. Allow any 
pedestrians to get well clear before attempting to inflate your wing. 
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Top Landing Must be is the designated area.  Do not fly more than 12m back from the cliff 
edge to avoid rotor. 

Set up your approach to avoid any members of the public. 

Be prepared to drop your wing quickly to avoid being dragged back toward the 
road.  

Take care on stronger days as venturi may begin to blow you back before 
landing. 

 

Bottom 
Landing 

Emergency landing only is the beach.  Watch out for high tides, people and 
groynes.  Donôt scratch too low ï turn out early, to land on the lower track 
avoiding the public. 

 

Special 
Rules 

The site is restricted to full Wessex members only; it is not open to 
Reciprocal clubs or visitors. Pilots should expect to be challenged for proof 
of Club and BHPA membership by other club members and council wardens.  

Only 2 gliders may be laid out at any one time ready for take-off.  The 
maximum number of pilots is the air at any one time is 10.  Gliders on the 
ground should be grouped into an area to keep the take-off tidy.  The take-off 
area is a public space.  Do not hog it, or cause an obstruction to the footpath or 
green area.  Keep clear of benches when taking off and landing.  Always be 
aware of people and especially children and dogs when launching and landing; 
they do the unexpected.  Do not attempt to fly if the launch area or bottom 
landing (emergency only) is busy and restricting your landing options. 

As part of the agreement you may be asked for your Club and BHPA cards by 
any of the council staff - be polite, carry your card when you fly here and 
remember they are helping us to keep the site! 

Only fly in front of the shops, café and houses to continue a flight along the 
cliff.  Do not hang about as some the residents have complained. 

Due to the sensitive nature of the site and the number of recent accidents, all 
pilots must be briefed by a club coach who regularly flies the site on first visit. 

As directed by the Council, paragliding schools are not to use the site and no 
training is permitted. 

 

Additional 
Note 

Barton is an SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest).  Treat the cliff and under-
cliff with respect.  DO NOT CLIMB UP THE CLIFF FACE.  Remove any litter 
(as with all club sites). 
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Cliff Runs, 
XC 

It is possible to fly from Barton to Milford.  There are gaps to jump and care 
should be exercised as the beach in some places disappears at high tide.  The 
height of the cliff reduces as you approach Milford and the beach huts disturb 
the airflow.  Ensure you can soar or make a beach landing before over-flying 
the huts.  From Barton to Chewton Bunny Gap can also be achieved, but the 
cliff here is collapsing and has many hazards for those not able to soar the 
debris.  Keep clear of the café and shops and watch out for the power cable 
just beyond running from the cliff top to the beach.  On exceptional days the 
Chewton Gap can be jumped but the cliff the other side is shallow and covered 
in vegetation, but it is possible to reach Friars Cliff and the Coast Guard station 
at Steamer Point.  

Note:  The cliff beyond Chewton Bunny Gap is inside Bournemouth airspace. If 
you intend to fly this far you must notify Bournemouth ATC on 01202 364150. 

Although no longer a requirement it is advisable to notify ATC when flying this 
site. 

 

License number (100043849) Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of 
HMSO. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. 
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Site Code 2.028 

OS Grid Ref: ST 797 086 (Map 194) 

GPS: N50:52.549    W2:17.312 

Owned by: Wessex HGPGC Ltd  Wind Direction W - NNW (275° to 340°) 
Best: NW (305°) 

Farmed by: Mr Owen Yeatman 
Lowbrook Farm 
Belchalwell 
01258 472528 

 Height AMSL 800ft (262m) 

 Top to Bottom 350ft (115m) 

Nearest Phone: At road side, below T/O  Pilot Grades HG Club Pilot 
PG Club Pilot 
Site briefing advisable 

Casualty Units: Poole General Hospital 
Dorchester County 

 

Notes by Alastair Florence 

 

General Site 
info 

Bell Hill has been a Wessex flying site for many years. During 2002 the owner 
broke the news to the club that he intended to sell the hill which totalled about 
45 acres of chalk downland. We were offered first refusal on the purchase. In 
September 2002 the Club Committee backed by the club members decided to 
make a bid to buy the hill. The club set about raising the funds required for the 
purchase. Funds were raised by the sale of life memberships of the club, a 
raffle, member donations, other BHPA club donations a BHPA loan and grants. 
By December 2003 the full amount required for the purchase was raised and 
the deal completed. 

The hill was particularly important as it provides our most popular site for both 
HG and PG activities. The site gives excellent soaring and XC opportunities. 
The site can offer many challenges to experienced pilots but is fairly benign for 
beginners and is, in fact, also used for schooling. 

Wessex now lease the grazing to a farmer and the hill is maintained to provide 
a balance between free flying site, grazing land and chalk downland 
conservation. 

However, it should be noted that it has not been possible to secure agreement 
for top landing since ownership of the top field changed in 2012. 
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Directions Travelling from either Stuminster Newton or Blandford drive into Shillingstone 
on the A357. From Blandford look out for the war memorial on your right, now 
take the next left turn signed for Okeford Fitzpaine. If travelling from 
Sturminster this turn will be the first right hand turn after entering the village. 

Drive to Okeford Fitzpaine, pass the church set back on the left until you reach 
a óYô and óTô junction. Take the left side of the óYô and turn left at the óTô and 
drive out of Okeford Fitzpaine. Shortly after leaving the village you will pass a 
left hand turn that leads up to Okeford Hill , go straight ahead. You will now see 
the ridge to your left. Take the next left turn signed for Bulbarrow and Ansty. 

You should now be climbing uphill. You will pass a chalk pit on your left (see 
parking). Just before the crest of the hill on the left is the locked gate with stile 
leading up across Bell Hill. 

Several other routes will bring you in from the South or via the Winterbornes. 
Most routes will lead you past the Bulbarrow view point. From the view point 
drive North along the front of the ridge. Keep going past a left hand turn. As the 
road starts to drop off down the hill side you will see the entrance gate on your 
right. 

 

Access Access is via the track from the gate. If on foot simply walk up the track to the 
hill crest or simply walk up the hill and along the fence line until you find a 
suitable launch area. 

If driving, drive to the top of the track. 

The gate is padlocked with a combination lock. Details of the combination are 
available to members on the Wessex web-site. Please ensure the gate is kept 
closed at all times and that last off the hill has locked it. 

In summer most vehicles have no problem with the track although a little rough, 
traction is fairly good and the ground is mostly firm. 

TAKE NOTE 

After or during a wet spell the track can become extremely slippery and may 
only be accessible to serious 4X4ôs. Getting up to the top is often possible but 
the track turns to grass higher up and many vehicles end up sliding sideways 
on the slope unable to park. You then have to turn and drive/slide back down 
which can be a frightening experience. Please think twice about taking vehicles 
up the track during wet weather. 

 

Parking If ground conditions are suitable and your vehicle and you are capable drive to 
the top of the track. Park off the track along the fence line. On busy days by 
parking nose or tail to the fence more vehicles can be accommodated than 
parking side on. 

Alternatively, park on the road side on the Bullbarrow side of the entrance gate 
and well off the road (on the west side) Tractors towing attachments often use 
this road so do not obstruct it. 

If the road side is busy we have permission to park in the chalk pit at the foot of 
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Bell Hill. Wessex HGPGC do not own the pit, Mr Yeatman has kindly agreed to 
its use as an overflow car park only, not for general parking. Itôs a hard walk up 
from here which is another good reason to use the road side parking first. The 
chalk pit is also quite slippery in places when wet but is fairly flat. Ensure the 
gate is closed at all times. 

 

Hazards Probably the biggest hazard on this site is other pilots. On a good summers 
day, particularly when the wind is light, and everyone is trying to fly in thermic 
cycles. Things can get crowded and a little manic. Please ensure that you 
know the collision avoidance rules, and use them. There are times when some 
politeness and plain etiquette come into play. 

If you feel uncomfortable in a crowded sky, land. 

The ridge shallows to the West above the entrance gate and further west 
power lines run down the hill. It is possible to become pinned in increased 
venturi in this area. 

If the wind is off to the north, the take off and landing areas can be turbulent. 

Donôt get caught out by patches of sink and dumped in the scrub or trees if 
scratching in the bowl.  

 

Launching Launch in front of the windsock or anywhere south along the ridge. Be sure you 
are far enough down the hill that you will not get dragged into parked cars or 
the fence if you fluff the launch. 

On busy days ensure the air is clear above you before pulling up your wing. 

Please ensure hang-gliders have plenty of room to launch when present. 

It is possible to launch directly into the bowl on light days or when the wind is 
more northerly. It is advisable not to use this launch on busy days to avoid the 
risk of collision. 

 

Top Landing The Club has not been able to establish an agreement for top landing since 
ownership changed in 2012. Therefore, landing in the top field is a personal 
decision and any consequences are matters between the individual and 
landowner. 

It is possible to land back on the launch area. Please watch out for gliders 
launching who should be giving way to you on your landing approach. Slope 
landing is usually straight forward here. However, you must ensure that you 
know your into wind beat. 
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Bottom 
Landing 

Bottom landing fields are available. The field directly below launch is most 
suitable for paragliders.  

Hang-gliders: main bottom landing fields have power lines along the edge of 
the road, so it is better to leave fairly early to get to the bottom fields beyond 
the road. The close in bottom field slopes more than it looks from above and 
can be very muddy and cropped so is best avoided, other than as a last resort. 

Avoid fields containing livestock. 

Please use gates to exit fields. Try to avoid landing in the horse paddocks in 
front of the bowl and to the north. You are unlikely to be chastised if you do but 
still avoid if you can. 

XC, Ridge 
Runs etc 

Bell is a relatively easy site to get away from.  The spur just east of take off 
often works as a trigger point for thermals, as does the bowl and the fabled 
óMagic Treeô. The óMagic Treeô is situated about 1/3rd of the way down the 
slope on the north side of the bowl (the first proper tree you come to). Fly over 
it and you will normally find lift. Many pilots have experienced their first XC from 
this site. Be aware of Bournemouth ATZ and controlled airspace, also the 
danger area around Lulworth ranges. 

XC is possible to Swanage or to the north of Bournemouth airspace, however 
you will be getting blown toward airspace all the time on the northern side. 

It is possible to fly southward down the ridge toward the aerials at Bulbarrow 
when conditions allow.  

 

Flying 
Generally 

The site is excellent in thermic conditions and provides a great fly in dynamic 
lift all year round. The site is fairly straight forward to fly and is used for training 
at times. For experienced pilots the site can offer interesting challenges and 
XC opportunities. 

After a light warm summers day it is often worth hanging around into the 
evening as órestitutionô lift often develops to give incredibly smooth buoyant 
conditions allowing flights well out in front of the hill. 

And best of all its our very own hill! 

 

 

License number (100043849) Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of 
HMSO. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. 
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OS Grid Ref: ST 773 057 (Map 194) 

GPS: N50:50.593    W2:19.332 

Owned and farmed 
by: 

Mr & Mrs J. Langham 
Warren farm 
Bulbarrow 
01258 817446 

 Wind Direction SSW ï WSW (210° to 240°) 
Best: SW (225°) 

 Height AMSL 820ft (250m) 

 Top to Bottom 115ft (35m) 

Nearest Phone: Roadside below Bell Hill  Pilot Grades HG Club Pilot + 10hrs 
PG Club Pilot + 10 hrs 
Site briefing advisable 

Casualty Units: Poole General 
Dorset County, Dorchester 

 

 

Edit by Alastair Florence 

 

General Site 
info 

Bulbarrow is rarely flown. It has gained a reputation as a poor site suffering 
from turbulence at times and no bottom landing. 

It is rare in that it is an inland SW site - most pilots tend to head to the coastal 
sites in these conditions.  

There is some XC potential here. 

The ridge is used mostly by aeromodellers and as we are infrequent visitors 
here, it would be polite to speak to them prior to flying if present. 
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Directions From Blandford ï Follow the Blandford by-pass toward Shaftesbury (A350). 
About 1 mile northwest of Blandford turn left (west) at the traffic lights onto the 
A357 toward Sherborne. In Shillingstone (2.3 miles), drive through the village 
until you see the war memorial on the right-hand side and then take the 
(slightly concealed) next left signposted Okeford Fitzpaine /Ibberton (Poplar Hill 
- 3.2 miles from traffic lights - 0.2 miles past petrol station). Follow the road into 
Okeford Fitzpaine and, at the triangular junction, turn left into Higher Street 
(signposted Bulbarrow). Follow for 1.4 miles and, just before a couple of 
cottages on the junction, turn left toward Bulbarrow / Ansty. Follow the road for 
2.25 miles to the junction just past the Bulbarrow viewpoint. Turn right at the 
junction and immediately fork right again - signposted to Mappowder and Stoke 
Wake. Follow this road for 0.6 miles and, 100m past the turning off to the right 
for Woolland, entrance to the site is through the gate on your left. 

 

 ... alternatively: at the A350 (from Poole) roundabout on the Blandford by-
pass follow the signs toward Tesco. Continue down the Bournemouth Road 
through Blandford St.Mary passing the Hall & Woodhouse brewery on your 
right. At the T-Junction (opposite the impressive entrance to Bryanston School) 
turn left. Within 150m, bare right into Fair Mile Road ï signposted to 
Winterborne Stickland (not 90° into New Road). Follow this road to 
Winterborne Stickland - 3.75 miles - turning sharp right toward Turnworth / 
Okeford Fitzpaine. After 0.7 miles turn left toward Bulbarrow and after a further 
3 miles (at the Bulbarrow viewpoint) fork right - signposted to Mappowder and 
Stoke Wake. Follow this road for 0.6 miles and, 100m past the turning off to the 
right for Woolland, entrance to the site is through the gate on your left. 

Most other routes ï will bring you past Bulbarrow viewpoint, and then follow 
the last part of the previous directions. 

 

Access Access to the site is through the metal gate. 

 

Parking There is room for 3 or 4 cars by the Wessex Ridgeway bridleway signpost on 
the left. Please park close to the fence. Do not park in front of the metal gate as 
horse riders and members of the public also use it. 

If 3 cars are already parked, please reverse back up the hill to park on the 
triangle of rough ground on the junction near the masts. Do not obstruct the 
obvious track across this area that is sometimes used for tractors with trailers 
to get round the tight corner. 
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Hazards This site can be very rough and experience significant rotor, especially if the 
wind is off to the west. Beware large-scale bowl effect. 

There is no official bottom landing so you must be very practiced at side 
landing in confined spaces on an irregular scrub-covered slope. 

Be aware that horses use the bridleway. Do not inflate canopies if they are 
nearby and do not over fly. 

 

Launching The area immediately below the gate may be used but be aware that it is close 
to the bridleway. 

Alternatively, the top landing field can be used. Access is through the gate 
immediately on the left after entering the site. This field is closed if it contains a 
crop (including long grass) or sheep in the lambing season (spring). You need 
to clear a barbed-wire fence, so this takeoff is not suitable in light winds. 

 

Top Landing (See above) The large field between the top of the sloping hill side and the 
road. 

Bottom 
Landing 

No Bottom Landing Negotiated!  

Ridge Runs, 
XC 

Excellent potential but not an easy site to get away from. Salisbury has been 
achieved. 

Keep to the south of Compton Abbas ATZ (up to 2,810ff AMSL) which you 
must avoid completely. 

Ensure you fully understand the extent of Salisbury Plain Danger Area. 

Beware Old Sarum, Boscombe Down and Middle Wallop ATZ's further 
downwind. 

The final obstacle is London airspace! 

 

Flying 
Generally 

Shallow slope means that a strong wind is needed to soar in dynamic lift alone. 
Far better south-westerly soaring sites exist on the coast. Can be excellent if a 
sea breeze ever makes it to Bell Hill. Can provide very smooth evening flying. 

 

 

License number (100043849) Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of 
HMSO. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. 
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Site Code 2.087 

OS Grid Ref: ST 634 233 (Map 183) 

GPS: N51:00.432    W2:31.301 

Owned and farmed 
by: 

Mr Tabour 
Home Farm 
Sutton Mantis 
O1963 220340 

 Wind Direction SSW ï WSW (210° to 280°) 
Best: SW (230°) 

 Height AMSL 643ft (211m) 

 Top to Bottom 295ft (97m) 

Nearest Phone: Post Office 
Corton Denham 

 Pilot Grades HG Club Pilot 
PG Club Pilot 
Site briefing advisable 

Casualty Units: Yeovil District Hospital  

IMPORTANT: CAN ONLY BE FLOWN AT WEEKENDS 

ABSOLUTELY NO MID WEEK FLYING PERMITTED 

Edit by Alastair Florence 

 

General Site 
Info 

This is one of our least used sites due perhaps to being on the fringe of 
Wessex territory. 

It is also directly beneath the approach path of the main runway at RNAS 
Yeovilton, hence no mid week flying. 
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